
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

OCTOBER 6, 2014 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, October 6, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Chairman Prieber and Commissioners Klunk, Felix, 
Goldsmith and Heilman.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief Laughlin, 
Fire Chief Cromer, Assistant Manager Rodgers and Administrative Assistant Miller. The 
following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive 
session held following the Board of Commissioners meeting on September 15, 2014. 
Commissioner Felix announced an executive session will be held following the Finance 
Committee meeting. 
          
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the September 2, 2014 Public Safety 
Committee meeting were approved as submitted.    
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  None. 
 
NEW ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM:  Assistant Manager Rodgers along with Jim 
Baumgardner reviewed the bid information for the access control system.  Meetings 
were conducted with the two lowest bidders and both software systems met the 
specifications.  Reference checks were conducted, each with favorable responses from 
municipalities currently using Select Security. Their control system would be able to 
accommodate cameras, additional building access and gate control, all within one 
system. The Committee recommended awarding the bid to Select Security.      
 
SPCA AGREEMENT:  Assistant Manager Rodgers reported that the SPCA agreement 
has been received and she recommended approving the agreement at the next Board 
of Commissioners meeting. There are no changes in the agreement with regards to 
conditions or fees. The Committee recommended approving the agreement. 
  
ANIMAL CONTROL AGREEMENT 2015:  Manager Garvick reviewed the two animal 
control agreement proposals received. There were no significant changes with the 
current contractor, Klugh Animal Control Services. The second proposal from Mary 
Harris Animal Control Services was slightly cheaper. However she is located in northern 
York County, the travel distance raised a concern for efficient service. Assistant 
Manager Rodgers noted that the Return to Owner Fees are taken off of the animal 
control invoices, they are not received separately as a revenue item. This line item will 
be removed from the 2015 budget. After discussion and favorable assessments of our 
current contract, it was recommended to remain with Klugh Animal Control Services. 
The Committee recommended approving the contract.   
 
SAINT JOSEPH PARISH:  The Committee received a request dated September 19, 
2014 from Saint Joseph Parish requesting to have school zone signs placed along the 
5000 corridor of Grandview Road adjacent to the church school. Daniel Ernst was 



present to discuss the request. Saint Joseph currently has three school grades with 70 
students attending classes. They are looking to close their Baltimore Street school and 
expand their Grandview Road location. They feel signs may help alert motorists to their 
proximity of the school and in turn would use extra caution while driving. Chief Laughlin 
noted this section of Grandview Road receives between 2300-2500 travelers a day. It 
was suggested to check with Penn Dot to see if a traffic study will need to be completed 
and what school signs are allowed to be posted. The Committee recommended 
installing signs along Grandview Road.   
 
1600 BLOCK BAER AVENUE:  Chief Laughlin received an email from a resident along 
Baer Avenue pertaining to speeding near Emory H. Markle Middle School. There are no 
sidewalks or crossing lanes for the students who are walking along that area of road. 
This area has moderate traffic during the morning and afternoon. It was suggested to 
check with Penn Dot to see what student/pedestrian crossing signs can be placed to 
alert motorists to slow down.  The Committee recommended installing signs along Baer 
Avenue. 
 
NEW COURT POLICY YORK COUNTY: Chief Laughlin received an email on August 
14, 2014 from the York County District Attorney’s office regarding Judge Kelley’s new 
policy wherein officers scheduled to appear at trial will now need to also appear before 
Judge Kelley the first Monday before the trial begins to confirm their availability for the 
trial. This could impact overtime, to date only one officer has had to submit for overtime.   
 
OFFICER BERWAGER: Chief Laughlin reported that Patrolman Berwager’s 
probationary period will be complete in November. He has been an outstanding 
patrolman and excellent addition to the police force.  The Committee will recommend 
appointing to non probationary status in November.   
 
SUTPHEN FIRE TRUCK REPAIR:  Chief Cromer reported the fire truck frame has been 
repaired at the straightening shop and is being uprighted.  The fire truck should be 
ready to be returned in approximately 4-6 weeks.  The repair estimate came in lower 
than originally proposed. He is going to have the annual pump test completed on the 
truck before it is returned to the fire department. 
 
SCHINDLER ELEVATOR: Chief Laughlin received an email request on October 6, 2014 
from Schindler Elevator requesting temporary parking changes along Industrial Drive on 
October 18, 2014, in case there is a need for overflow parking for their scheduled open 
house. The Committee declined the request. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa A. Miller 
Administrative Assistant 
 


