
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 
 
The Penn Township Public Works Committee met in public session on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 
at 7:34 PM following the Finance Committee.  Present were Commissioners Prieber, Heilman, 
Goldsmith, Rewa and Felix.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Township Engineer Bortner, 
Highway Foreman Mahan, WWTP Supt. Mahone, Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and 
Administrative Assistant Rodgers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
     
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the August 2, 2011 Public Works Committee meeting 
were approved as submitted. 
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  Bernard and Elaine Oehlers, 16 Cornell Drive, asked that something be 
done about the storm water on their property coming from the adjoining development.  They 
presented pictures of the pipe outlet, which drains into an open ditch and traverses their property.  
They are requesting help from the Township to solve the problem. They feel that the pipe in the 
ground is not installed correctly as it drains on an angle and the velocity of the storm water is 
eroding their bank.  The water is also eroding the area under their sidewalk causing it to collapse. 
They have contacted York County Conservation District who stated that it is a storm water related 
issue and not their responsibility.  Manager Garvick said he would review the situation. The open 
swale is on private property, however, and maintenance responsibility belongs to the property 
owners.   
 
PARK HEIGHTS BLVD.:  Township Engineer Bortner reported that the sanitary sewer installation on 
Park Heights Boulevard was completed on September 2nd.  There are some areas that will need to 
be abandoned that were not previously abandoned.  They are planning to pave the street next 
Tuesday.  The project was held up because the crew had to move to Carlisle Street to work on the 
state road project.    
 
YAZOO MILLS: The Committee received a request dated August 5, 2011 from Group Hanover for a 
partial waiver of the landscaping requirements for the Yazoo Mills land development plan.  The 
Committee also received a request dated August 18, 2011 from Group Hanover for a waiver of the 
environmental impact study for the same plan.  The Penn Township Planning Commission 
recommended favorably on the requests.  The owner would like the building to be visible from the 
street and not hampered by the landscaping.  There will be approximately seven employees at the 
facility.  The Committee recommended placing the requests on the agenda for the next Board of 
Commissioners meeting.       
 
KAREN LANE BRIDGE: Manager Garvick reported that the bid specifications have been prepared 
and sent out for the emergency repairs to the Karen Lane Bridge. Bids will be opened on September 
16th and there will be a recommendation to award from C.S. Davidson. The emergency resolution 
to award the contract will be adopted on September 19th.   
 
RECREATION AREA VANDALISM:  Administrative Assistant Rodgers noted that three of the parks 
have been vandalized this summer with a cost to repair of several thousand dollars.  The parks that 
have been vandalized have been the Community Park and both the Timber Lane recreation areas.  
Some of these same parks were also vandalized last year.   



 
RETENTION PONDS:   Commissioner Goldsmith stated that he wanted it reiterated that residents 
should not be throwing trash or other items into the storm water retention ponds.  While most of the 
ponds are privately owned, there is a cost to residents to keep the ponds clean. The township 
property that is littered or damaged because of the trash will have to be repaired and cleaned with 
tax dollars.  Commissioner Heilman stated there is problem with trash in all areas of the Township.  
Manager Garvick noted that the next newsletter will have an article reminding people about 
disposing of unwanted property in appropriate places.     
 
CITIZENS QUESTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE REGARDING DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
None.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 


