
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 7, 2008 
 

The Penn Township Public Works Committee met in public session on Monday, January 
7, 2008 at 7:42 following the Finance Committee meeting.  Present were Chairman Goldsmith 
and Commissioners Johnson, Heilman, Prieber, and Rewa.  Also present were Manager Garvick, 
Administrative Assistant Rodgers, Engineer Bortner, Highway Foreman Mahan, Police Chief 
Gilbert, Fire Chief Cromer, and Waste Water Treatment Plant Superintendent William Mahone.    

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Johnson announced that a personnel session would be 
held following the meeting.   
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  None. 
     
BRUSH AND LIMB:   Engineer Bortner reported that the department started brush and 
limb collection on January 2, 2008 and will pick up one more time throughout the Township. 
He expects to be done in about four or five days.   
 
HOSTETTER SUBDIVISION: The Committee received a request dated December 10, 2007 
from Group Hanover, Inc. for a waiver from the installation of sidewalk for the Hostetter 
Subdivision.  Commissioner Johnson stated that the Planning Commission did not have a 
problem with a temporary waiver as long as the sidewalks were installed when the property 
was developed.  Manager Garvick stated that he had some concern about the language that 
needs to be on the plan because once the property is subdivided it may be difficult to require 
the sidewalk construction on Lot #2.  It was noted that the Commissioners do have the right 
to require any property owner to install sidewalk at any time.  Manager Garvick will review the 
situation with the Solicitor.     
 
130 SHERMAN STREET: The Committee received a request from Bon Ton Builders to stop 
construction of the sidewalk at 130 Sherman Street seven feet short of the property line at 
110 Sherman Street due to the fact the owners of 110 Sherman have a tree that protrudes 
into the right of way.  The property at 110 Sherman actually has three trees in the right of 
way.  If the sidewalk is constructed trying to work around the tree, the sidewalk will become 
ruined over time by the tree roots. Mr. Forbes stated there is still an elevation problem if the 
tree is removed.  The grading at 130 Sherman is lower than 110 and the sidewalk will, even if 
completed, extend below the ground level of the adjoining property. The Committee 
recommended notifying the property owner at 110 Sherman that they would also need to 
install sidewalk.   
 
SKF USA, INC.:  The Committee received a request dated December 6, 2007 from SKF for a 
waiver of the requirements for preliminary plan, the scale size of the plan, the environmental 
impact study, the feasibility on the sewer and water, and the street curbing. They are looking 
at installing a specialized furnace.  Manager Garvick stated he would contact YCEDC about 
any available grants for businesses that may help offset expenses.   The Planning 
Commission made a favorable recommendation for all the waivers except the curbing.  



Engineer Bortner stated that 21 Industrial Drive and LT Timber and the adjacent property 
owners would all have curbing once their plans are complete.     
 
RENAMING BREEZEWOOD DRIVE:  Manager Garvick stated that a name would have to be 
chosen for the old portion of Breezewood Drive since the state wants to finish the project.  
This would be the portion of Breezewood Drive from Grandview Road to the relocated 
Breezewood Drive.  The Committee suggested that it be named after one of the residents.     
  
RECREATION:  Administrative Assistant Rodgers provided a copy of the proposed ball field 
reservation list for practices as well as tournaments for Saturdays and Sundays.  The 
Committee recommended that the requests from the Southern Softball Association of 
America be denied to accommodate those teams that had previously used the fields. There 
was some concern that the fields be available for residents to use on weekends.  The 
Committee recommended that one of the fields could be reserved from 8-12 with the rest of 
the day being open for residents while the other field could be reserved from 7-11, 11-3, and 
3-7.  Accommodations will be made for West Manheim and Intensity.  The request from PA 
Blaze will be reviewed and they will be accommodated after the others.  Engineer Bortner 
stated that PA Blaze does drag the field, for the benefit of the Township, because they have 
the equipment.      
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 


	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  None.

