
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

DECMEBER 7, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, December 7, 2009 at 7:00 
PM at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners 
Heilman, Prieber, Rewa and Goldsmith.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief 
Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Commissioner Felix announced a personnel session was held following 
the Health and Sanitation meeting on December 1, 2009.  
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the November 2, 2009 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  None 
 
POLICE ACADEMY:  Chief Rhodes reported that he received a letter from the Senator John J. 
Shumaker Public Safety Center stating that they will not be invoicing the Township for the last 
two cadets that attended the academy from July 6, 2009 through November 19, 2009.  This is 
due to the State withdrawing the MOPEC funding for municipalities that was previously used to 
help reimburse Township’s for the cost of cadets attending the academy.  This funding was not 
cut until after the academy classes had started.  The State also eliminated the sixty percent 
salary reimbursement previously paid to municipalities for the cadets during their academy 
training.  The Committee is very grateful for the waiver of the fees and asked that Chief Rhodes 
prepare a “thank you” letter to be sent to them showing our appreciation.    
 
PENN TOWNSHIP AMBULANCE AND MEDIC 46:   Chief Cromer reported that a 
representative from Medic 46, Hanover Hospital Advanced Life Support, approached the P.T. 
Volunteer Emergency Services Association about a joint membership drive for the ambulance 
service and medic service.  They did a presentation to the fire company because most insurance 
companies do not pay for ambulance services as part of their benefits and many only pay for a 
small percentage of the bill.  The membership charge will cover the portion of the bill that is not 
paid by the insurance carrier.  There are several options that a person can pick from, including 
individual & family with just basic life support or both basic and advanced life support.  The 
Volunteer Emergency Services Association did vote to try this for one year.  The Medic unit 
stated they would be approaching the other areas they service for a similar program.     
 
H1N1 FLU VACINATION:  Chief Cromer reported that the Hanover Hospital approached them a 
month ago about holding a swine flu vaccination program in the Township.  The Hospital has 
scheduled a clinic for non-school age children along with other high-risk groups for Saturday, 
December 12, 2009.  The hospital is requiring pre-registration for the service.  The clinic will be 
held at the former Pennville Fire Station.  The hospital is preparing for 2000 inoculations over an 
eight-hour period.  Fire police will be handling the traffic control outside the building and around 
the immediate area.  Chief Cromer stated that on duty career firefighters would be used to assist 
unless they receive a fire call. Chief Cromer will have two shifts of four hours each for those 



individuals who help with traffic control.  Chief Rhodes stated that those who are registering 
would be given a time block as to when they need to report.  The second (booster) shot for the 
children is scheduled for January 9, 2010.  Chief Cromer stated that he has extended an 
invitation to other area fire police for their help. The police officers have voluntarily switched their 
shifts so there would be no overtime by the department.   
 
GRACE WESLEYAN CHURCH:  Manager Garvick reported that the Township received a 
request for an exoneration of the burning requirements from Grace Wesleyan Church to burn 
some tree limbs and brush at their retreat along Black Rock Road.  They approached the fire 
chief who denied the request because they do not meet the requirements for on site burning.  
The location is less than six acres in size.  The Committee recommended denying the request.     
 
OTHER MATTERS:  Commissioner Felix announced a personnel session would be held 
following the finance meeting for the purpose of discussing police and fire issues.   
   
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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