
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

NOVEMBER 2, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, November 2, 2009 at 7:00 
PM at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners 
Heilman, Prieber, Rewa and Goldsmith.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief 
Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive session 
held following the October 19, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Felix 
announced a personnel session would be held following the Finance meeting.     
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the October 5, 2009 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  None 
 
WEB PAGING:   Chief Cromer discussed a web paging agreement that he received from York 
County Department of Emergency Services.  The proposal is for a web paging system that would 
allow individual fire companies to activate their emergency pagers in case YC911 becomes 
inoperable.  The fire company would have it’s own login and password and would activate the 
pagers from the site.  The agreement between York County and the Township needs to be 
signed off by an elected official and a representative from the fire company.  There was some 
concern about why an elected official needed to execute the agreement.  Chief Cromer is 
assuming that if a problem arises between the department and York County with abuse of the 
system they will have someone at the municipality to contact.  The Committee recommended 
approving the agreement.     
   
POLICE CRUISER BID:   Chief Rhodes reported that it is time to provide Hanover Borough with 
the Township’s bid specifications for police vehicles.  The bid proposals will be publicly 
advertised in November with bids being opened in December and the award being made shortly 
thereafter.  The vehicles will be 2010 models delivered sometime in 2010. The Committee 
recommended proceeding with the bidding of the units.  
 
PROBATIONARY PATROL OFFICERS:   Chief Rhodes reported that our two cadets will 
graduate from the police academy on November 19 and begin working on the streets on 
November 23.   It was noted that Commissioner Felix will be attending the graduation ceremony 
and any other Commissioner was also welcomed to attend.    
  
2010 FIRE BUDGET:   The Committee again reviewed the 2010 proposed fire budget.  There 
were no additional amendments to the budget at this time.  
 
2010 POLICE BUDGET:  The Committee again reviewed the 2010 proposed Police Protection 
budget.  It was noted that the budget does reflect a $.50 increase in the salaries of the crossing 
guards. The crossing guards did not receive an increase in 2009 and half of the expense is 



reimbursed by South Western School District. Commissioner Felix noted that a special radio is 
needed for the Township’s representative on the York County Tactical team.  This radio would 
allow transmissions to be scrambled at the discretion of the team. The cost of this radio is $4500. 
Chief Rhodes reported that he made contact with the York County Planning Commission about 
revising the JAG grant to include this item rather than what was proposed.  One benefit would be 
that an officer could use the radio when he/she is on duty in the Township.  Commissioner Felix 
noted that Chief Rhodes would be willing to take out of his proposed budget the retrofit of the 
department’s Glock service pistols, the upgrade to Alert II, and the upgrade of five computer 
stations.  It was suggested that the Repair Parts Account be combined with the Vehicle 
Maintenance Account.  It was noted that the one unmarked midsize non-police package cruiser 
could be taken out of the budget.  York County Planning Commission has given notice to 
municipalities that they will be charging for traffic studies that heretofore were provided for free. 
Either a new account will be created or an existing account will be increased to accommodate 
about $500 for potential studies.  There was some discussion about removing the capital items 
and finding funding for them from reserve accounts or maybe borrowing the money to finance 
these projects after the completion of the current sewer bond issue.    
 
OTHER MATTERS:  Commissioner Felix noted that a letter was received from Arthur and 
Debra Cook addressed to the Public Safety Committee.   
        
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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