
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

OCTOBER 5, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, October 5, 2009 at 7:00 
PM at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners 
Heilman, Prieber, Rewa and Goldsmith.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief 
Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Felix thanked the Firefighters Local 2045 and the 
volunteers along with surrounding municipalities for attending a meeting with the York County 
Commissioners regarding the problems with the York County radio system.  Commissioner Felix 
also thanked Fire Chief Jan Cromer for his assistance in keeping the Board informed about the 
situation and his work on getting it corrected.  Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of 
the executive session held following the September 21, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.   
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the September 1, 2009 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  Howard Billick, the president of the Fireman’s local union, thanked 
the Board for supporting the firefighters on the radio problems and with helping to resolve the 
problem.   
 
STATEWIDE WAYFINDING SIGNAGE:  The Committee received a memo dated August 31, 
2009 from the York County Planning Commission about a statewide wayfinding signage 
program, which York County is trying to promote.  The process is to install visitor friendly signs 
throughout Pennsylvania to guide people to key attractions and businesses.  The County would 
like to know if Penn Township would send a letter of support for the project.  There would be no 
cost to the Township.  The County would like a letter of support sent by October 16, 2009 but 
Manager Garvick stated that the municipality would like to be informed of the signs and their 
locations.  The Committee recommended approving the request on these conditions.     
 
FIREFIGHTER ELIGIBILITY LIST:  Chief Cromer reported that all the testing for the firefighter 
eligibility list has been completed and the list will be approved at the Civil Service Commission 
meeting on Thursday.  Chief Cromer stated that under the current contract with the union an 
addition firefighter must be hired by March 1, 2010.  He suggested that the employment 
interviews be held prior to yearend because of the time required for necessary background 
checks.   
 
FIREFIGHTERS IN THE MILITARY:  The volunteer firefighters have had one member return 
from service in Iraq but another one will be leaving to go on October 16.    
 
STREETLIGHTS AT ROUTE 116 IN THE VICINITY OF RUTTERS:  Manager Garvick reported 
that the overhead street lights at Route 116 /216 have not been activated.  The approved plan for 
the Rutters Farm Store showed four existing lights being removed and two new ones being 
constructed within the intersection but it does not seem to be sufficient. The lights can only be 



activated by a resolution of the Board of Commissioners.  There has also been a citizen 
complaint at Route 116 and Hirtland Avenue because the intersection has become dark with the 
removal of the former light.  The Committee recommended approving both resolutions for the two 
intersection lights and the Hirtland Ave. light.   On the same note, Manager Garvick has 
contacted Adams Electric about changing the light source on a few of the street lights at Arwco 
and Northview from HPS to LED.  If this works the Township may look to change the other 
Adams Electric lights.      
 
ALLEYS:  Commissioner Rewa stated that the residents at 310 John St. complained about traffic 
using the alley located behind their house and the church.  He would like to see a sign placed 
that reads “Children at Play”.  The Committee recommended that the neighbors purchase a sign 
and place it near the alley.  It was also recommended that the neighbors notice who is using the 
alley and notify the police.   
 
2010 FIRE BUDGET:  The Committee reviewed the proposed 2010 Fire Department budget.  
Chief Cromer reduced the general expense for PTVES to $66,700.  The purchase of a new truck 
is being requested for use by the Chief with the intent that the Fire Captains, the EMA Director, 
and the Deputy Fire Chief will use his current vehicle.  Chief Cromer also added the replacement 
of the paid firefighters uniforms that cannot be repaired.  Chairman Felix then reviewed where 
the Township is this year as compared to last year.       
 
2010 POLICE BUDGET:  The Committee reviewed the proposed 2010 Police Department 
budget.  There was some discussion about the traffic signal maintenance and repair, which has 
increased because of PennDOT requiring twice a year inspections of the traffic signals.  There 
are several line items in the budget that will not be purchased if grant funds are not received to 
pay for them.  There was some discussion about the minor equipment repair and replacement, 
maintenance of equipment, and the data sharing installation, which would allow Hanover 
Borough and Penn Township Police Departments to share information. This would require a 
dedicated computer station.  The Police Department is looking for a card or fob system for 
access to the police department through four external doors.   There was some discussion about 
the preemption dash controls being added to the police cars.  The Township currently has a few 
signals with preemption but any new signal will be required to install it.  The preemption controls 
are portable and seven units would allow all the marked police cars to have one.  There was 
some discussion about replacing three police vehicles, two marked units and an unmarked.  The 
last time that police cars were bid the Township only received one bid from a ford dealer.  There 
were no dodge dealers who bid the cars.  The current police budget is proposed for $2,266,853. 
The Township did not make a donation to the York County Tactical Team this year even though 
the Township does have two officers involved in the program.               
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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