
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, September 1, 2009 at 7:00 
PM at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners 
Heilman, Prieber and Rewa. Commissioner Goldsmith was absent.   Also present were Manager 
Garvick, Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer, Administrative Assistant Rodgers, Waste 
Water Treatment Superintendent Mahone, and Township Engineer Bortner. The following items 
were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive session 
held following the August 17, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.   
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the August 3, 2009 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  None. 
 
HANOVER HALLOWEEN PARADE:  The Committee received a request dated August 1, 2009 
from the Hanover Area Jaycees to conduct the annual Halloween parade on Thursday, October 
29, 2009 with a rain date of Monday, November 2, 2009.  The parade route and formation route 
will be the same as in previous years.  The Committee recommended approving the request.   
 
TRICK OR TREAT:  The Committee set Trick or Treat night for Tuesday, October 27, 2009 from 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT ELIGIBLITY LIST:  Chief Rhodes would like to have the probationary 
patrolmen civil service list extended for an additional six months.  We currently have two officers 
in the academy that will graduate in the fall.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT RADIO SYSTEM:  Chief Cromer reported that the York County Radio 
Committee met with representatives from York County 911 on Monday night.  He asked about 
the status of the proposed radio tower and was told prices would be received today.  This was 
after being told six weeks ago that they would be received in two weeks.  Chief Cromer reported 
that they are still having problems with the radios. Paging problems have also been occurring 
since last November. He was in the fire station on Clover Lane next to the base station and was 
unable to receive a call from a firefighter that was calling directly outside the station in a 
Township fire truck.  Chief Cromer stated that he feels the tower may be directing the signal to 
overshoot the Township and Borough because the radios work perfectly in Gettysburg and other 
municipalities within York County. While operating within the Township and the Borough the 
radios tend to lose the signal resulting in communications failure. Chief Cromer stated that 
communications were tested in buildings in those areas of the Township where it was felt that 
reception would be the worst. Unfortunately, there were no tests conducted in those areas where 
it was assumed that no problems would exist. As a result, it was discovered that radio 
communications are not working in the residential areas.    The Commissioners indicated that 
they appreciate the work that has been done but must expect that our fire fighters should be safe 



with equipment that works at 100% reliability.  Chief Cromer stated that the county wants us to 
use “talk around” which is portable-to-portable communication when going into a building.  The 
problem is York County 911 will not be receiving those transmissions.  The cost of the towers will 
determine which way the project progresses.  Chief Cromer would like the county to raise the 
height of the new tower located in the Pigeon Hills.  A letter was sent to the York County 
Commissioners requesting an audience with them but they instead received a response letter 
from Eric Bistline indicating that such a meeting may not be necessary.  The Committee 
understands that if more than one County Commissioner is present it will have to be a public 
meeting. Penn is perfectly comfortable with having a public meeting with the York County 
Commissioners on this subject.  Penn/Hanover will jointly send a response to the County 
Commissioners reiterating the desire for a meeting. Any other municipality experiencing radio 
communication problems may also join in the meeting.        
 
FIRE DEPARMENT ELIGILIBILITY LIST:  Chief Cromer reported that the joint civil service 
eligibility list would be completed by the end of September.  Oral interviews will be scheduled for 
September 12 and September 14.  The list was delayed slightly due to summer vacations.     
 
WEST MANHEIM: Manager Garvick reported the Chief Hippensteel from the West Manheim 
Police Dept. would like to use our scales to weigh trucks they suspect as being overweight.  The 
Committee recommended that West Manheim be allowed to use the equipment.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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