
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Tuesday, September 2, 2008 
at 7:01 p.m. following a special meeting of the Board of Commissioners, at the Penn 
Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Johnson and Commissioners 
Prieber, Goldsmith, Heilman, and Rewa.  Also present were Manager Garvick, Acting 
Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer, Administrative Assistant Rodgers, Township 
Engineer Bortner, Wastewater Superintendent Mahone, and Environmental Director 
Hejmanowski. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   None. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the August 4, 2008 
Public Safety Committee meeting were approved as presented.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: None. 
 
TRICK OR TREAT:  The Committee recommended setting community Trick or Treat night 
for Tuesday, October 28, 2008 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner Johnson noted 
that both the police and fire departments were highly visible during last year’s event and he 
received many compliments on their presence.   
 
HANOVER HALLOWEEN PARADE: The Committee received a request dated August 19, 
2008 from the Hanover Area Jaycees requesting permission to hold the annual Halloween 
Parade on Thursday, October 30, 2008 from 7:30 p.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m.  The 
rain date is Monday, November 3, 2008.  There have been no changes to the parade route 
or formation area.   The Committee recommended approving the request.    
 
CIVIL SERVICE TESTING:  Chief Rhodes reported that scoring of the written test for the 
patrolmen eligibility list has been completed.  Of the seventy-six applicants who reported for 
the test forty-six had passing scores.  Notifications of the scoring results have been sent to 
every applicant who participated.  The physical agility test is scheduled for September 27, 
2008 at South Western School District.  It was noted that we had more applicants pass the 
test this time than we even had apply for the last test.      
 
735 FREDERICK STREET:  The Committee received a request dated August 14, 2008 
from Bon Ton Builders for a waiver of the residential street lighting requirements at 735 
Frederick Street.  Bon Ton would like to install two mercury vapor lights instead of the 
required four at these new townhouses.  If the Township requires four, they would like to 
only install standard bulbs rather than the mercury vapor bulbs.  The Planning Commission 
will be reviewing the request at their next meeting.   
 
WHISPERING RUN DEVELOPMENT:  The Committee received a request dated August 7, 
2008 from J. A. Myers Homes, Inc. for a waiver of the residential lighting requirements to 



install two driveway entrance columns at lot 102 in the Whispering Run subdivision.  The 
proposed column is a total of five feet in height with three feet being the column and two 
feet being the base and light fixture.  Manager Garvick noted that he is concerned about 
Township snowplows and debris from the plows damaging the lights and columns.  There is 
not a lot of room between the columns and the road.  It was noted that a similar request 
was made from Dr. Samuel D’Agata on Youngs Road several years ago.  The Planning 
Commission will be reviewing the request at its next meeting on Thursday.   
 
CLEARVIEW FIRE STATION:  Chief Cromer presented a rough draft of a proposal to place 
one of the Township’s fire engines at Hanover Borough’s Clearview Station.  This would 
allow easier access to the northern end of the Township without having to pass through the 
Borough.  There would be no cost to the Township to house the truck and operator at the 
facility.  The Township would also use the truck to respond to Hanover Borough calls when 
needed.  Chief Cromer has always had concerns about the safety and efficiency of bringing 
a fire truck through the Borough to answer a Township call on the north side.  There has 
been some discussion about building a future satellite station somewhere north of the 
Borough and this would be a reasonable solution until that occurs. Chief Cromer explained 
how the current process works for responding to a call and how it would work if the engine 
were placed in the Borough. The Township would be responsible for the maintenance of its 
equipment and the firefighter assigned to the engine would help the Borough with the 
house duties the same as he would if he were at our station.  Every employee would be 
rotated to the Clearview Station except the Captains.  The insurance coverage with the 
equipment being located outside of the Township would have to be evaluated.  Chief 
Cromer stated that the response time would be reduced by about half.  Commissioner 
Johnson noted that the Public Works facility along Wilson Avenue was built to 
accommodate the Township’s fire trucks.  Chief Cromer stated that he is exploring options 
of also having one of the ambulance’s located at the Clearview Station about ten hours a 
day but that would be at the discretion of the volunteers who own the ambulance.   
 
FIRE HOUSE SIGNS:  Chief Cromer would like to see firehouse warning signs on either 
side of the new facility located along Clover Lane.  The Committee was fine with this. 
 
EMA COORDINATOR:  Chief Cromer stated that he has had problems with the current 
EMA Coordinator for the Township, Phillip Stegos.  Mr. Stegos has not attended required 
meetings at the County level for several years and the Township’s emergency plan has not 
been updated in accordance with state regulations.  Chief Cromer stated it is hard to get 
volunteers for this position because there is a lot of training and knowledge required.  He 
indicated that he has spoken to two individuals who may be interested in the position.  The 
Coordinator will need a computer that can be supplied by the fire company.  There are 
many classes that need to be attended and they may ask for mileage reimbursement.   
Manager Garvick stated that he had problems during the last update of the Emergency 
Response Plan getting Mr. Stegos to submit information.  Chief Cromer stated that one of 
the individuals has reviewed our current plan and has made numerous comments and 
suggestions about the plan.  Chief Cromer stated that the Commissioners only make a 
recommendation to the State for the EMA Coordinator appointment.  The Committee 
recommended that position be open and applications be taken for a four year appointment.  



 
NEW FIRE STATION:  Chief Cromer stated that the volunteers would start to move into the 
new station next week with the final move being the week of September 15th.  
Commissioner Goldsmith commended the firefighters for the individual work they have 
done on the facility to cut costs.  It was noted that they should be recognized at the next 
Board of Commissioners meeting.  The open house has been scheduled for Sunday, 
October 26, 2008.   
 
EDWARD JENKINS:  Commissioner Johnson noted that the Committee received a request 
from Edward Jenkins to interview several township employees about the confrontation that 
occurred at Young’s Woods. Commissioner Johnson suggested that no one speak with Mr. 
Jenkins because it has now become a legal issue since charges have been filed against 
Mr. Jenkins by the police department.                                                     
 
                 
 The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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