
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

JULY 6, 2010 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Tuesday, July 6, 2010 at 7:00 
PM.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners Prieber, Heilman, Rewa and 
Goldsmith.    Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer, 
Engineer Bortner and WWTP Supt. Mahone. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive 
session held following the Board of Commissioners meeting on June 21, 2010 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the June 7, 2010 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  Ms. Kelly Roman, 308 Azalea Drive addressed the 
committee with the problem of trees from Young’s Woods infringing upon her property. The 
branches extend over her property resulting in leaf and pollen pollution. Also, the branches 
occasionally drop into her yard damaging her fence, shed and pool. Manager Garvick 
reported that the Township investigated this complaint last year and one of the problems 
was that the property pins indicate that some of the offending trees are actually on Ms. 
Roman’s property. Ms. Roman was given the option of simply cutting down or trimming the 
trees that present a problem. She would prefer that the Township assume this cost and 
responsibility. 
 It was suggested that the Township contact a tree trimmer for a estimate of the cost 
to remove the trees. Ms. Roman would then receive an answer at the next Public Works 
Committee meeting on August 3rd. 
 
911 RADIO TOWER UPDATE:   Chief Rhodes reported on a conversation he had with York 
County Dept. of Emergency Services Director Eric Bistline on the progress of the two new 
radio towers for the Hanover Area. The towers should be constructed by August or 
September and completely functional by October.   
 
HANOVER AREA NIGHT OUT:  Chief Rhodes reported on the plans for the 2nd annual 
event scheduled for Tuesday, August 3rd from 6 – 8:30 PM at the South Western High 
School.  He has several sponsors lined up to help with expenses. Also, York County 
Probation Officer Brandy Baugher and Penn Township Patrolman John Carbaugh have 
activities planned for the youngsters. 
 
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT:   Chief Cromer requested an amendment to his operating 
budget. He would like to forego replacing the hose trays on an engine and instead 
purchase a computer, printer and software for use by his captains at the fire station. 
Presently, all computers in the station are the property of PTVES and it would be much 
more convenient if the captains had a computer of their own. The hose trays were 
estimated at $4,000 while the computer equipment will come in around $1500. The 
committee agreed. 
 
YORK COUNTY QUICK RESPONSE TEAM:    Chief Rhodes reported that he received a 
revised agreement from the York County District Attorney’s office to continue Penn’s 
participation in the York County Quick Response Team. Penn currently provides officers to 
assist this tactical unit. The committee agreed to place the agreement on the July 19th 
agenda for approval. 



 
CLOVER LANE TRAFFIC SIGNAL: Chairman Felix requested an update on the 
progress of the traffic signal at Baltimore St. and Clover Lane. Manager Garvick indicated 
that the engineering department was preparing plats for the rights-of-way agreements 
necessary for the construction.    
 
PURCHASE OF AMBULANCES:  Chairman Felix reported that the commissioners 
received a request from PTVES, through Chief Cromer, regarding the purchase of the two 
new ambulances. The fire company was planning on purchasing one ambulance outright 
and financing the other through M&T Bank. The bankers suggested that it might be better if 
the Township leased the units from M&T and then had the fire company sub-lease the units 
from the Township. The Township could receive a non-interest loan at a rate of 3.574% as 
opposed to a rate of over 6% that would have to be paid if the Township were not involved. 
The committee was not opposed to helping the fire company with a lease agreement. 
However, it was suggested that they purchase the first unit outright and then lease the 
second for a term of less than 7 years. It was further suggested that Manager Garvick and 
Chief Cromer meet with the M&T representatives to get more information.  
 
   
     
The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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