
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

JUNE 2, 2008 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, June 2, 2008 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Johnson and 
Commissioners Prieber, Goldsmith, Heilman, and Rewa.  Also present were Manager 
Garvick, Acting Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant 
Rodgers. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Chairman Johnson read the announcement of the executive session 
held following the Board of Commissioners meeting on May 19, 2008.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the May 5, 2008 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as presented.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  John and Holly Hayslette, 411 Park Heights Boulevard, had 
sent a letter about the poor visibility when pulling out of their driveway.  They provided 
pictures of the situation and explained the problems they have accessing the street. There 
were trees removed by the Township along the R-O-W several years ago which temporarily 
helped the situation, but everything is growing back again.  Commissioner Johnson stated 
that they would discuss the situation with the Township Engineer and the Hayslettes were 
welcomed to attend the Public Works meeting on Tuesday.          
 
PLEASANT HILL CARNIVAL:  The Committee received a request dated May 5, 2008 from 
the West Manheim Township Supervisors requesting the assistance of the Penn Township 
Fire Police for the Pleasant Hill Fireman’s Carnival, July 21, 2008 thru July 26, 2008.  The 
Committee recommended approving the request.   
 
GLAXOSMITHKLINE:  Chief Rhodes reported that he is working with Glaxosmithkline 
for additional signage at their pedestrian crossings.  The Township provided cost estimates 
to Mr. Greg McCauley for additional pavement markings and signage for pedestrian 
crossings, as well as “no parking”.  The previous traffic study allowed for the additional 
signage.  These would be enhancements to the existing markings and signage.  Mr. 
McCauley is contacting his superiors and will get back with Chief Rhodes when he gets 
their approval.    
 
BREEZEWOOD DRIVE:  Chief Rhodes reported that the Township has installed a “no 
outlet” sign on Breezewood Drive as requested by the residents.  
 
RENTAL UNIT INSPECTION ORDINANCE:  Commissioner Johnson opened the floor for 
discussion on the rental unit inspection ordinance.   The following residents expressed 
concerns about the ordinance that was adopted in April.  
 
James Cashdollar          2210 Oak Hills Circle      Phyllis Miller      333 W. Granger Street 
Mary Butt                         210 John Street                Mary Thomas   902 York Street 
Ken Klinedinst                418 McCosh Street  Glenn Bange     1281 Honda Road 
Dean Zartman                1024 Marietta Avenue Mike Gouker      833 Hershey Heights Rd 
Mike Stevenson        Westminster, MD Robert Myers     Abbottstown  



Shearod Bechtel       Brodbecks, PA                Ed Bortner         1739 Oakwood Drive 
David Myers        250 Diller Road  Dan Moul       45 Sandy Court 
Woody Wilkins       1460 Baer Avenue          Ken Bartosh       45 Hillside Road 
Bill Halter         817 York Street 
 
Many of these individuals expressed concern about why the Township chose to inspect 
rental properties over all residential buildings, why the initial and inspection fees are so high 
and what is the Township inspecting for?   
  
During the discussion, Chief Cromer and Manager Garvick explained that the smoke 
detectors and other requirements for residential buildings are found in the International Fire 
Code and, previously, the BOCA (Building Officials and Code Administration) code.  These 
codes are adopted by ordinance by the Township.  Chief Cromer explained some of the 
things they would be inspecting for including, but not limited to, smoke detectors, faulty 
wiring, egress, and safety in common areas.  Chief Cromer has noted that there have been 
seven fire deaths and many other close calls in rental units over the last thirty years.  Chief 
Cromer also stated that he has been asked to inspect homes when contacted by the 
Department of Aging or Children Youth Services.  The paid fire fighters who are code 
certified will conduct the inspections.  It was noted that this ordinance has been discussed 
at six public meetings since February 2007.   Chief Cromer noted that courtesy inspections 
were conducted and the tenants had right of refusal of entry.    It was suggested that 
inspections could be conducted when new tenants take over a property.  Most of the 
landlords expressed a concern about the $50 fee. Many referred to it as a “tax”.  
Commissioner Johnson stated that the Board would review all the information that was 
provided and further discuss the ordinance at the next Public Safety meeting on July 7, 
2008.           
 
4TH OF JULY:  The Committee received a request date June 2, 2008 from the Hanover Fire 
Department for assistance from the Fire Police, Ambulance and Brush truck for the 
activities being held by the Borough on Independence Day.   There will be coordination 
between the Police and Fire Departments of both municipalities.  The send off point for the 
fireworks display will be in Penn Township this year.  The Committee recommended 
approving the request.    
   
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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