
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

MAY 4, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, May 4, 2009 at 7:00 PM at 
the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners 
Heilman, Prieber and Rewa.  Commissioner Goldsmith was absent with notice. Also present 
were Manager Garvick, Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant 
Rodgers. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive session 
held following the April 20, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.  
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the April 6, 2009 Public Safety 
Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: Jeremy Brauning, 31 Meadow View Drive, expressed concern about 
7 barking dogs in his neighborhood. He had previously submitted a letter to Manager Garvick 
about the dogs and it was suggested that he attend the Public Safety meeting. Mr. Brauning 
inquired as to whether or not the Township could adopt a noise ordinance similar to that recently 
adopted by Conewago Township. Commissioner Felix stated that the Township Zoning 
Ordinance allows an individual to have three adult dogs before a kennel license is required.  
Commissioner Felix stated the Township could respond to any noise complaint during the 
evening hours, which would be after 10:00 PM.  The address of the property will be provided and 
the zoning officer will be notified to inspect the property for the dogs.  Commissioner Felix further 
stated that the Township Solicitor is of the opinion that noise ordinances are not enforceable.    
 
PROBATIONARY SERGEANTS:  Chief Rhodes recommended permanent status for 
probationary sergeants Jedadiah Shearer and Corey Merwede.  The Committee recommended 
making the appointments at the next meeting. 
 
AMBULANCE PROTOCOL:  Chief Cromer discussed a letter recently sent to municipalities from 
the York County Department of Emergency Services about modifying ambulance responses 
during inclement weather.  YC is proposing, “that during extreme inclement weather conditions, 
and or when the 911 Center is operating under Emergency conditions, EMS will not be initially 
dispatched on unknown injury accident calls for service.”   There have been several ambulance 
services complaining about being dispatched for non-injury calls during the winter months.  
Motorists will see a vehicle off to the side of the road (or sometimes simply just tire tracks) and 
assume there is an accident and notify YC911 on their cell phones. Chief Cromer stated that 
some municipalities are signing off on not being dispatched for these calls, and others are not.   
Chief Cromer stated that the Township’s police department patrols the Township during winter 
weather emergencies and responds to most of these calls.  On a typical call there is a multiple 
dispatch and multiple response (ambulance and police arrive at different times).  Chief Cromer 
reported that if it is an accident with injuries they would receive multiple calls.  There is concern 
about the volunteers and paid drivers responding to non-accident/emergency events during 
winter storms.  The Committee recommended informing the County that Penn’s ambulances will 
not be responding to non-emergency calls.  
 
FIREFIGHTER/MOTOR PUMP OPERATOR: Chief Cromer stated that 98 applicants  applied for 



the firefighter test with four requesting refunds because they could not be available for the written 
test.  Seventy-eight of the seventy-nine applicants that reported took the test.  Of those, twenty-
one failed.  The agility test will be given to the remaining fifty-eight applicants who passed the 
written test.  The test is on June 6 at 8:30 AM at the Clover Lane fire station. 
 
YORK STREET PROPERTY:  Chief Cromer reported that the fire company would be using 
the 823 York Street property on May 16 and May 26 for training.  
 
RESIGNATION OF JAY PATEL:  Chief Rhodes requested the Committee accept the resignation 
of probationary patrolman Jay Patel.   
 
INMATE WORK PROGRAM:  Manager Garvick stated that he was approached by Sgt. Jeff 
Barbour of the York County Sheriffs Office about having an inmate work crew do community 
work.   Manager Garvick stated that clearing excess growth and underbrush at Young Woods 
would be a good project for these individuals.  The Committee recommended approving this 
program and preparing a list of potential projects. 
 
122 FAIR AVENUE: Chief Cromer reported that the fire-damaged structure at 122 Fair Avenue is 
now demolished  and leveled out. 
 
BALTIMORE AND CLOVER: Manager Garvick reported that he is meeting with representatives 
of J. A. Myers about the intersection improvements at Baltimore Street and Clover Lane.  He will 
be meeting with all the parties to move forward on installing the traffic signal and other 
improvements within the right of way.  There has been concern about the safety of the fire trucks 
accessing Baltimore Street from the Clover Lane station.     
 
CLOVER AND BECK MILL:  Commissioner Felix stated that a traffic study is being conducted for 
the intersection of Clover Lane and Beck Mill Road for a four-way stop intersection. 
 
LOCUST STREET:  The Committee received a request dated April 16, 2009 from Bon Ton 
Builders for a waiver of the residential lighting requirements at 620 Locust Street.  The 
Committee recommended a temporary waiver of the lighting requirements for this address. 
 
POLICE INTERN:  Chief Rhodes reported that Christopher Gilbert would begin duties as an 
intern for the Police Department around the end of May.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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