
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

APRIL 6, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, April 6, 2009 at 7:00 PM, at the Penn 
Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners Heilman, Goldsmith and 
Rewa.  Commissioner Prieber was absent with notice. Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief 
Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Felix read the announcement of the executive session held following the 
March 16, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Felix also announced that a personnel 
session would be held following the finance meeting to discuss police and fire personnel issues. 
    
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the March 2, 2009 Public Safety Committee 
meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: None 
 
SOUTH WESTERN TRIATHLON FOR YOUTH:  The Committee received a letter from the South Western 
Triathlon for Youth requesting the closure of Breezewood Drive from Barrett Street to Timber Lane.  Sandy 
Bollinger, representing the South Western Triathlon for Youth, presented a map laying out the course for the 
event held last year.  After the request was sent to the Township they realized that it would be difficult to close 
Breezewood Drive so they would like to move one of the barricades and keep the course within the South 
Western campus.  They would like one of the barricades moved from South Western Rd. to Breezewood 
Drive.  Commissioner Heilman stated that South Western Road to Breezewood Drive is private property 
owned the School District.  The District is requesting to have the streets closed on Saturday, May 30, 2009 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The Committee recommended approving the amended request and for the 
District to contact the fire police for additional traffic control.   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 698:  Manager Garvick presented an Ordinance for an extension of the “no parking” zones 
around the new Rutters store and adjacent to the signalized intersection at York Road and Blooming Grove 
Road.  He stated that he has been working with the Police Department and PADOT to increase the “no 
parking” on York Street from Ruel Avenue to Hirtland Avenue and on Blooming Grove from York Road to 
Marietta Avenue.  There was some discussion about the lights at the intersection.  There were four overhead 
streetlights that were removed and two new lights were installed which have not been activated by the 
Township.  Commissioner Felix stated that there is a spot between Hirtland Avenue and Blooming Grove Road 
that is dark and it should be reviewed for an overhead light.    
 
HANOVER MOOSE LODDGE:  The Committee received a request from the Hanover Lodge #227 Loyal Order 
of the Moose Inc. to conduct a car show at their property at 19 Barnhart Drive to be held on July 26, 2009 
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  There was some concern about traffic and parking around the facility.  Chief 
Rhodes stated that there have not been any problems at their two prior events.  The Committee recommended 
approving the request. 
 
NEW FIREFIGHTERS:  Chief Cromer reported that the two new hires are being fast tracked at the fire 
academy because there are only seven students. Our employees will graduate on Friday.  Chief Cromer also 
reported that the application period has been closed for the fire fighter eligibility list and ninety-six individuals 
will be taking the written test.  The agility test will be administered on June 6.   
 
D.A.R.E. GRANT:  Chief Rhodes reported that the state is considering some funding reductions in the DARE 
program for the current school year.  We have been approved for over $3,000 but this is about $1,800 less 
than previous years.  Chief Rhodes met with Dr. Rupp who is willing to discuss with the school Board the 
possibility of providing additional funds for the current year.  The Township has agreed to discuss the 
continuation of the program for the next school year. (2009-2010) The Township is considering moving the 
program from fifth to either sixth or fourth grade. Officer Carbaugh reported that there is a safety program for 
both the fourth and second grades, which is part of the D.A.R.E program.  This program teaches safety issues 



and allows the officer to interact with the children.  The Committee suggested that the program be moved to 
the sixth grade even if it is repetitive for one group of children. 
 
RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATIONS:  Chief Cromer reported that the response rate is low on the rental 
inspection reporting process that was approved last year.   He stated that there are about ninety-six 
registrations that have been returned.  The Committee suggested that Chief Cromer pursue a way of achieving 
additional compliance, including notifying more landlords.      
 
COPS GRANT: Chief Rhodes reported that under the Federal stimulus package there has been additional 
grant money provided to police departments for hiring additional police officers, to rehire laid off officers, and 
for distressed municipalities.  The Township would need to hire additional personnel to receive funds from this 
grant.  The grant would be for three years with a commitment from the Township to retain these officers for a 
certain number of years after the grant has been completed.  There is no guarantee that if you apply for the 
grant that you would receive funding.  The Committee recommended not pursuing the grant.   
 
BALTIMORE AND CLOVER SIGNAL LIGHT:  Manager Garvick reported that he has requested a meeting with 
J.A. Myers about the progress of signalization of the intersection at Baltimore Street and Clover Lane.    
 
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE:  Commissioners Goldsmith and Rewa will represent the Township in the Memorial 
Day parade and Commissioner Goldsmith will accept the flag at the cemetery ceremony on behalf the 
Commissioners. 
 
RADIO SYSTEM UPGRADE:  Chief Rhodes reported that the new county radio system has improved for the 
police department.  He also reported that the Township received a JAG allocation (part of the economic 
stimulus package) of $11,000 because of our increased criminal statistics. He intends to use the funds to 
purchase a scanning device for the portable radios.  The Township will loose about ten percent of the grant to 
York County Planning for administration costs.  The fire companies are currently not using the new radio 
system, according to Chief Cromer.  The installation of the mobile radios will not start until October.  The delay 
may have been because of the large number of fire companies in York County (68).  Chief Cromer reported 
that some of the batteries did not last longer than an hour and a half in the pagers.  The Township Fire 
department did not pay for their equipment yet.   
 
SOBRIETY TRAINING: Chief Rhodes reported that he is working on the sobriety training exercise and will 
make notification to those individuals who will be affected.     
 
122 FAIR AVENUE:  Commissioner Felix reported that a demolition permit was pulled on Friday for 122 Fair 
Avenue.  The time frame for the demolition of the structure has lapsed from the original notice.  The contractor 
stated that he intends to be done with the project in three or four weeks. Commissioner Felix suggested that 
May 8, 2009 be the date by which they need to have the project completed.  The Committee concurred and 
additional enforcement action will be taken if the project is not completed by then.     
 
POLYOGRAPH:  Chief Rhodes reported that the earliest that he can have someone enrolled in a 
polygraph training class is August.  He stated that he could come up with the funds for the purchase of the 
hardware through non-general funds but not for the training involved.  He would like to hold off purchasing 
equipment until he has an officer trained. The training may result in the officer providing better input as to what 
type of equipment should be purchased.      
 
  The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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