
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

APRIL 7, 2008 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, April 7, 2008 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Johnson and 
Commissioners Prieber, Heilman, Goldsmith, and Rewa.  Also present were Manager 
Garvick, Police Chief Gilbert, Fire Chief Cromer, and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The 
following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   None. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the March 3, 2008 Public 
Safety meeting were approved as presented.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  None. 
 
FIRE & POLICE TRAINING: There is a property owner in the Township who is willing to 
donate the use of his property for police and fire training prior to the demolition of the 
properties.  The length of time the Township will have to utilize the properties has yet to be 
determined but both Fire Chief Cromer and Police Chief Gilbert will be provided the contact 
information for the individual.  Chief Cromer stated that he is also working on getting the 
use of the South Hanover Shopping Center for training purposes prior to its demolition.  
The Township will not be compensating the property owner directly but will provide the 
individual with the cost value associated with the training so that an IRS credit may be 
secured.      
 
339 PARK HEIGHTS BOULEVARD:  The Committee received a request from F.V.C. 
Building and Development for exoneration of the residential street lighting requirements at 
339 Park Heights Boulevard.  The home will be located behind 345 Park Heights Boulevard 
with an extended driveway.  They are proposing to install two pillar lights that meet the 
current residential street lighting ordinance.  The Committee recommended approving the 
request. 
 
OUTDOOR WOOD BURNING FURNACES:  Chief Cromer discussed with the 
Commissioners the proposed outdoor wood burning furnace ordinance, which is currently 
being reviewed by the Township Solicitor.  Chief Cromer stated there have been issues 
with these devices because the chimneys are not high enough off the ground and smoke 
has caused driving problems along Baltimore Street, as well as citizen complaints.  These 
chimneys on the existing finances are currently about six feet off the ground.  These are not 
recreational fireplaces that can be purchase at the local hardware stores.  It was noted that 
the Environmental Protection Agency has begun regulating the emissions from these 
furnaces.  Chief Cromer noted that there are currently about half of dozen such devices in 
the Township.  The Committee recommended reviewing the ordinance more thoroughly 
and providing a recommendation in May.   
 
RENTAL PROPERTY ORDINANCE:  Chief Cromer discussed with the committee a revised 
rental property ordinance, which has been reviewed by the Township Solicitor.  This 
ordinance will require landlords to register all their rental properties within the Township.  



This will allow for the inspection of the properties on a biannual basis. There is some 
concern about the increasing number of homes that have more than a single family living in 
them.  The Committee recommended adopting the ordinance at the next Board of 
Commissioners meeting.   
 
EMS PERSONNEL AND VOLUNTEER FIRE STATION:  Chief Cromer stated that the 
ambulance club at 748 Baltimore Street is now closed. Settlement on the property will occur 
on Friday. All EMS personnel have been moved to the 955 Baltimore Street station. The 
new fire station is about two months behind schedule with completion scheduled in August. 
 Chief Cromer reported that the volunteer fire company has received about $23,000 from 
residents and $3,000 from businesses as a result of their capital campaign.  Chief Cromer 
is hoping the fire company will take in about $150,000 in donations.    
 
COLONIAL DRIVE:  Commissioner Goldsmith stated that he attended a community watch 
program with Officer Carbaugh and he received numerous complaints about the excessive 
speed of motorists on Colonial Drive in the area of Marie Drive.  He stated that the vehicles 
are speeding during the times when the school buses are traveling the area.  
Commissioner Goldsmith then suggested that perhaps a study could be performed to see if 
more stop signs were warranted. It was noted that the Township does enforce speed in that 
area about eight to ten hours a week.  Chief Gilbert stated that a study could be done but 
does not think that it would result in the need for a stop sign on Colonial Drive.  Chief 
Gilbert stated that they would continue with additional enforcements and lower the 
exemption rate for offenders.  Most of the people that use the streets are residents of the 
area.   
 
RETIREMENTS:  Commissioner Johnson announced that Chief Gilbert and Detective 
Diane Hugo would be retiring effective May 3, 2008.     
 
LETTERS OF RECOGNITION:  Commissioner Johnson noted that Officer Merewede 
received a letter of recognition from the pet shop where the stolen puppy was recovered. In 
addition the fire department received a letter of recognition for their response to a call on 
Park Heights Boulevard. 
 
POLICE CRUISERS:  Chief Gilbert reported that the two new police cars have arrived and 
are being equipped this week with the radios and light bars.  
 
CLOVER LANE:  Manager Garvick reported that he has made contact with the owners of 
the property at Clover Lane and Beck Mill Road and they agreed to have the trees trimmed 
to help improve the sight distance at the intersection.         
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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