
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

MARCH 3, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, March 3, 2009 at 7:00 PM, at 
the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and Commissioners Prieber, 
Heilman, Goldsmith and Rewa. Also present were Manager Garvick, Deputy Police Chief Laughlin, 
Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Felix read the announcement of the executive session held 
following the February 16, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Felix also 
announced that a personnel session would be held following the finance meeting to discuss a fire 
personnel issue.    
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the February 3, 2009 Public 
Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: None 
 
OATH OF OFFICE:  President Prieber administered the oath of office to firefighters Chad Arnold 
and Joshua Hale. 
 
PROBATIONARY PATROLMAN ZUMBRUM:  Deputy Chief Laughlin recommended that 
probationary patrolman Eric Zumbrum be appointed to permanent status effective March 17, 2009.  
The Committee recommended making the appointment at the next Board of Commissioners 
meeting. 
 
DARE GRANT STATUS:  Deputy Chief Laughlin reported that the DARE grant will be cut in 2009 
from the amount originally applied for by the department.  The department applied for about $4,800 
with the reduction to about $3,000.  This will create a deficit of between one thousand to fifteen 
hundred dollars that will have to be supplemented by the Township. Chief Rhodes has approached 
SWSD Superintendent Barbara Rupp to inquire if the School Board would increase its contribution, 
which has not been increased since 1996.  Deputy Chief Laughlin stated that they do not want to 
cut the services that the Police Department provides to the District because all the work that the 
officers do is considered DARE.  The current officer works with non-DARE students as a mentor or 
big brother and the department would like to continue this relationship.  Gov. Rendell is proposing 
that the DARE grant budget be cut across the state due to the declining revenues.  Dr. Rupp is 
going to ask for about $6,400 to $6,500.  The district currently pays about $5,600.  Deputy Chief 
Laughlin reported that West Manheim Township has not contributed to the program over the last 
several years because they have a DARE officer in the West Manheim Township elementary 
school.    The Department is exploring an option of administering the program in either the fourth or 
sixth grade due to a conflict with testing for the No Child Left Behind program.  The Committee does 
not wish to stop funding DARE but the Township cannot support the entire cost of the program.  
The Committee will table the discussion until they obtain additional information.  The DARE officer 
also attends the driver’s education classes to provide valuable information to new and beginning 
drivers.      
 
HIRING OF PROBATIONARY PATROLMAN: The Department currently has twenty-two police 
officers but would like to hire an officer who can begin attending the police academy in July.  They 
would like to complete one additional background check prior to the selection process.  The 
Township is reimbursed 70% for an officer’s academy training.  The Department has two officers 
who are past retirement age and three that will be retirement eligible within the next three to four 
years.  The Department would also like to get involved with the York County Drug Task Force.  



There is also an officer who would like to be involved in the CERT team.  Deputy Chief Laughlin 
reported that all officers previously absent on disability have now returned so the Department is 
back to full strength as of today.  It was also reported that 50% of a new officer’s yearly salary was 
included in the 2009 budget.  An officer enrolled in the academy would not be available to the 
Department until mid November and could not be on their own until mid February.  The Committee 
recommended conducting an additional background check.        
 
 
STANDARD FIELD SOBRIETY TRAINING:  Deputy Chief Laughlin has been approached by 
Wayne Harper, director of the York County Center for Traffic Safety, to conduct Standard Field 
Sobriety training at Penn Township.  The York County Probation Department will provide the 
individuals that will be required to become intoxicated, as well as the probation officers necessary to 
watch over them during the testing.  The Township can have as many officers as it wishes 
participate since the training is being held here.  The program usually supports about eighteen 
officers.  The Township would provide snacks, lunch and alcohol.  County Probation will pay for the 
“drunkards” and those individuals needed to monitor them. All of the drinkers will be given 
controlled amounts of alcohol and then tested by the officers exactly the way sobriety tests would 
be administered on the street. The first day of the program is all training while the second day is the 
actual testing. Deputy Chief Laughlin stated that he would like to conduct the testing once school is 
finished for the year in order to help reduce the amount the traffic through the building.  It was 
suggested that contact be made with the Tax Collector and District Justice for a recommendation 
on a suitable day.    The Committee recommended pursuing the program.   
 
FIREFIGHTERS:  Chief Cromer provided pictures of firefighter Wysocki serving active duty in Iraq. 
 
YORK COUNTY PAGERS:  Chief Cromer commented on the letter received from Eric Bistline 
regarding correspondence that was sent to the York County Commissioners about the failure of the 
new radio system and the pagers that have been riddled with problems for the fire department.  It is 
still Chief Cromer’s contention that the new pagers are not adequate for active firefighters. 
 
SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTE:  Commissioner Goldsmith would like to see the expansion of 
the snow emergency route to include Clover Lane from the firehouse to Baltimore Street.   
 
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE: Deputy Chief Laughlin reported that the Township has not yet 
received any notification regarding the Memorial Day Parade on May 25, 2009. 
               
The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 


	MARCH 3, 2009
	Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager

