
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

MARCH 3, 2008 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, March 3, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Johnson and 
Commissioners Prieber, Goldsmith, and Rewa.  Commissioner Heilman was absent with 
notice. Also present were Manager Garvick, Police Chief Gilbert, Fire Chief Cromer, and 
Administrative Assistant Rodgers. The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Chairman Johnson read the announcement of the executive session 
held following the Board of Commissioners meeting on February 18, 2008.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the February 4, 2008 
Public Safety meeting were approved as corrected.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  None. 
 
S.W.H.S. TRIATHOLON:  The Committee received a request dated February 20, 2008 
from the South Western School District requesting permission to block off Bowman road 
during the morning of May 31, 2008 from the high school tennis court complex parking lot 
to just past South Western Road.  The District will be conducting a triathlon for elementary 
students at both the high school and middle school.  The event will begin at 7:30 AM and 
conclude at noon.  Chief Gilbert stated that roads are not normally blocked off for events 
but there is very little traffic on the road during those hours.  He would prefer that the 
District utilize the fire police to man the barricades and they will need to contact Fire Chief 
Cromer.  The Committee recommended approving the request.       
 
MAKE-A-WISH:  The Committee received a request dated February 22, 2008 from the 
Make-A-Wish Truck Convoy for Wishes requesting assistance from the police department 
to get the trucks out of the L & H Terminal for their 7th annual Make-A-Wish convoy on 
Sunday, May 4, 2008.  They are also requesting that the police department participate with 
their Kid’s Safety program.  Chief Gilbert stated they have not had any problems with past 
events.  The Committee recommended approving the request.     
 
CURFEW ORDINANCE:  The Committee received a model curfew ordinance from the 
Truancy Task Force that is being circulated throughout York County. The Task Force is 
requesting that all municipalities consider adopting this ordinance.  Chief Gilbert suggested 
that the Township continue to enforce our current curfew ordinance. It is more lenient, by 
one hour, on weekends and the penalties for violations are monetary fines instead of the 
county proposal of community service.   The Committee recommended that we not amend 
or modify the Township’s curfew ordinance.  
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Commissioner Johnson noted that the Police Department  
received kudos for its response to West Manheim when back up was requested for a recent 
event.  In addition Officer Behrendt will be receiving recognition for his work with the PA 
Buckle Up Program.  Also, Officer Merwede received a letter of commendation from Chief 
Gilbert for his work on recovering a puppy stolen from a local pet store.    
 



PROMOTIONAL EXAMS: Chief Gilbert reported that the Civil Service Commission 
conducted the promotional examinations for Sergeant and Lieutenant on Saturday, March 
1, 2008.  They will probably receive the results by the end of next week.  There will be oral 
test required.     
 
YC RADIO SYSTEM:  Chief Cromer stated that fire department will receive their new 
pagers in April and the radios will be installed in late June.  The police department radios 
should be on the same schedule. 
 
FIRE ENGINE REPAIR:  Chief Cromer reported that the engine repairs have not yet been 
completed.  He stated that if the repairs are not completed by the end of this week he 
would visit the business doing the work.  The work was estimated to take two weeks and it 
has already been four weeks.     
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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