
PENN TOWNSHIP 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

FEBRUARY 3, 2009 
 

The Penn Township Public Safety Committee met on Monday, February 3, 2009 at 
7:00 PM, at the Penn Township Municipal Building.  Present were Chairman Felix and 
Commissioners Prieber, Heilman, Goldsmith and Rewa. Also present were Manager 
Garvick, Police Chief Rhodes, Fire Chief Cromer and Administrative Assistant Rodgers. 
The following items were discussed: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Prieber read the announcement of the executive 
session held following the January 19, 2009 Board of Commissioners meeting.    
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the January 5, 2009 
Public Safety Committee meeting were approved as submitted.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: David Forry, 828 Hartman Avenue, discussed with the 
Committee about adopting a noise ordinance.  Mr. Forry’s neighbor has a musical band that 
is very loud. He stated that the police have responded when called and have been helpful 
with the situation.  The committee stated that most noise ordinances are not enforceable in 
court and the matter should be pursued with Civil Action.  Chairman Felix informed Mr. 
Forry that the problem is that the individual operating the noise level meter has to be 
certified and normally the individual certified is not on site when the problem occurs.  The 
committee will continue to review the situation and be alert for new laws that can help 
regulate noise pollution.        
 
MA/COM RADIO PROBLEMS:  Chief Rhodes reported that there are still problems with the 
MA/COM radios but the Township’s problems have been reduced to about six complaints 
within the last ten days.  He reported that he received a letter from Eric Bistline, York 
County Director of Emergency Services, about what is going to be done to resolve the 
problems.  Some of the problems have had countywide impact.  Chief Rhodes stated it 
seems they are trying to work out the problems.  It was noted that municipalities and 
counties in other areas and states have had problems with this same company. The 
company did indicate that it never took on a project of this magnitude before.   
 
POLICE CRUISERS:  Chief Rhodes stated that the two new police cruisers have been 
ordered and are expected for delivery at the end of March or the first of April.     
 
TASER TRAINING:  Chief Rhodes stated that the department has started training on the 
new tasers and will have department wide training in March.   
 
ANNUAL POLICE REPORT:  The committee thanked the Chief for the annual report noting 
that it is beneficial for them to know what is going on in the Township.   
 
 
 



FIREFIGHTER NEW HIRE:  Chief Cromer stated that he has offered positions to two 
firefighter candidates and they have accepted.  They are currently undergoing their 
psychological evaluations.  They will begin their training in the Fire Academy on March 3.  
Chief Cromer requested that the firefighters be sworn in by the President Commissioner at 
the next Public Safety Committee meeting March 2nd.  Future promotions within the fire 
department will be handled the same way.       
 
FIREFIGHTER CIVIL SERVICE TESTING:  Chief Cromer reported that the Penn Township 
Civil Service Commission and the Hanover Borough Civil Service Commission would meet 
jointly on February 10, 2009 at 6:30 PM at the Penn Township fire station to talk about 
having a combined list for Firefighter testing.  The Township’s current list will expire in May. 
 The Township’s Civil Service Commission will still conduct its regular meeting on February 
12th.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT’S PAGING SYSTEM:  Chief Cromer stated that the fire department 
does not have the new radios out on the street yet but they have performed training with 
them.   The problem with the radios is that the batteries wouldn’t hold a charge.  Chief 
Cromer stated that York County has changed from using a voice pager to a digital pager.  
There is some concern about the danger to responders reading the pagers while they are 
driving.  Chief Cromer stated that the pagers were distributed to his personnel in November 
and he already has ten of them lying on his desk because they do not work. It seems that in 
cold weather when the responder touched the pager it produces scrambled messages or 
black screens.  Although the product is under warranty it does not cover the black screens. 
Chief Cromer stated that the cost of the pagers is around $129 and most are not lasting 
three months.  The Committee suggested that a letter be composed to the York County 
Commissioners stating the problems we are experiencing and requesting that the problems 
be resolved.   Chief Cromer stated that other surrounding counties in PA and MD have 
gone to the digital pagers but still kept their voice pagers.  York County has not yet done 
away with voice pagers but are expected to within the next several months.  The advantage 
of digital pagers over voice pagers is that it takes less time to prepare the digital 
transmission for multiple dispatches.   
 
YORK COUNTY SPCA:  Manager Garvick reported that the Township did receive a report 
from the SPCA with regards to the number of animals taken to them in 2008.     
                       
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeffrey R. Garvick, Manager 
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