
MINUTES 
HEALTH & SANITATION COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 7, 2012 
  

The Penn Township Health and Sanitation Committee met in public session on 
Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 7:10 PM following the Public Works Committee meeting. 
Present were Chairman Klunk and Commissioners Prieber, Goldsmith, Heilman and 
Felix. Also present were Manager Garvick, Township Engineer Bortner, Highway 
Foreman Mahan, WWTP Superintendent Mahone and Administrative Assistant 
Rodgers.  The following matters were discussed:  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  The minutes of the January 3, 2012 Health and 
Sanitation Committee meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  None. 
 
INTERCEPTOR PROJECT: Superintendent Mahone reported that since last month 
Mark’s Contracting has completed the tie-in to the new interceptor at Wilson Avenue 
and completed the installation of 800' of pipe.  Mark’s has also begun its third attempt at 
the bore under Ridge Avenue.  The project is moving slow due to the extreme wet 
conditions and the large amount of rock removal.   
 
SEWER PLANT CONSTRUCTION PROJECT: Superintendent Mahone reported that 
major construction and demolition of existing piping and equipment is about 98% 
complete.  The removal of some abandoned pipe is all that remains with the exception 
of grading, seeding and paving in the spring.  The contractors will be working through 
some punch list items in the next few weeks.  A walk-through inspection for substantial 
completion is scheduled for February 8, 2012 at 0900.   One issue the general 
contractor is working on is the influent flow meter.  The Accusonic meter that was 
installed doesn't function properly.  The company is exploring other technologies to 
solve the problem. They are anticipating coming in late March to do paving and 
blacktopping.  It is anticipated that the entire project would be completed by the end of 
June. Final payment would soon follow after. 
 
TIMBER LANE SEWER PROJECT:  Superintendent Mahone reported that Rogele 
has installed about 900 feet of pipe and made the tie into the existing manhole on 
Jasmine Drive.  The transfer of flow from the Timberlane pumping station should be 
complete in close to a week or two.   
  
WHOLE EFFLUENT TOXICITY TESTING:  Superintendent Mahone reported that the 
NPDES permit expires February 28, 2013 and the permit application for renewal is due 
by August 31, 2012.  As part of the application the Township must conduct four series of 
chronic WET testing.  We plan to conduct the sampling in February, April, June and 
August. This test requires the samples to be sent to an outside lab certified by PADEP.  



Mr. Mahone is working on getting quotes from the different labs within the state.  Mr. 
Mahone explained how testing process works and it will require the effluent to be 
divided up into a series of solutions where they will grow broods of fleas and minnows.  
They will count the number of organisms within the broods and from this they can 
calculate the toxicity of our effluent.    
 
SEWER RATES:  There was some discussion about reviewing the sewer rates in the 
middle of the year after the completion of the existing sewer improvement projects.      
 
CITIZENS QUESTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE:  None.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kristina J. Rodgers 
Township Secretary 


